EXCLUSIVE COVER DISC NEW DAWNM INCLUDES MUSIC FROM 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY
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top of her profession as a
catwallk model, but after
triumphant debuts in
London and New York,
now, she’s being féted for
her virtuosity on the cello.
Paul Richardson reports
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masd el Her -L:I'II'H?""- |||'l\.'|b. |‘|-Cl1|l\.'_l.'|'l‘|
cello fone s |ir|'|||:|- s thie fore, given
aibilel sheen |'\-3. the acoustics of the
famioums Gireat Ball of the Moscow
l.-:l.-'u'u.'r'..:lllr_l.. This is & alise 1o b
beard on a dark winter's afternoon
e Front aal & roaring fire, with the
SARERGR Aimering and 500 papes
ol Anma Kirernpa still o Pt

As she gaves out of the window of
B r T Boiese in !'|.'|||.'|'\-. i |I|.'T|.' '\-Ih"
pow lives with hler |'\-n:.'|ru'11-:|. 5
Texan busineszman, MNina Kotovas
could be forgiven For thinking her
life story seems a trifle anreal. It
unbelievable,” she savs with ber |l!_'|'1I.
Hussian acceni.

!-.I-.-.,l |.||“'-\. it |h|..!. | EF] Ber varly
.h:!.-. in Meoscos, where 4w & lintle l_'l.l!
shio was !'Illm:.': 1|_'|:|| Fid wtals amd
||||:|F|||-.:I'.E her Tirst |!-I|'..|:--.I “J.LIII-_.:
ab six -I."\-.-'I'!| I"II.II|'|'II.||_|,\! Lik |.|FJ|I:J'"|'
s Fisaee wcBoisd . At the ag ol sEve,
thie cellin I1.|'||I|::|. ol the conseryatory
silmitted heer e bts sibult classes |
[rl'ﬂ|-|'l1l!lllll- hawiomr, Sina was an
only child andd a mossical |:-rlH||;:.'. bt
b B was never as claustrophaic as that makes it
soml, Her mother, a formier chalsl-prodigy pianist
mirrseldl, was, says Meima, "8 very AriiEe Fu,-mr.:.'u!ug.
S |J_||!:I|_| mi .IllllDI ||]||:|h||‘!_I I:h|' "I:"i"'-" and foems
ol il
a Fuinl;-_'rI e ol ma Near Dsoaks was abiout Ticassa

When | was Tive vears ald | wantedl o be

Bt then | varted III'.':”":!.-I the cello and wanted to
s & mmkisdichas, &l it svas my mogther who made sure
BT 1|-u-1~ F arnd peally waorked,”

""'-iuu'h. Failic . the vietioss divihile bass |||J.'-.-.-r Ivam
Kogova, was an cven mare crucial imfluence on the
chikl Mina; “He was the ||I||_l. one whio never doubted
Fit ralenn,” shie =3vE All the more trawmatic lor her as
a ba-year-ohl, then, when he fell il and died st ohe
croclly early age of 35, The Sovier authorities had
b irmi AEL al b TRTIL ] his I|||_-\.|-|-!_-|-_+| painnitmen? Lo
CORMUNIsm, I1r||| |||-|:-_i_-||".=\.|'. ely denicd bim both
l.|..||r||; amil |-||.|'|Ei|_ .J'I Arcalmail, h.!'all.'ll.lﬁ!_' lias il ath

™ind s n'al'.'u'-| shic waould e urrr-.| with I:|'||'
IR ||r;|=\.|| i '.I'n' Femakncl & !'hl'“u_ wir she .'||'||'\'|||.'-\.|
fiar a trasel viss “HI. 18, ser ofl lor the West,
eventually pitching up at Yale University w heere sbie
l,';|'|||-.|rk||'|5 Gl A ATsET s |I-|h|'\|l1|'|.

tlHuLIII._L: |nas L. b can barely |.|.||-.|-.-r-|.l|'.|i hiiw 'il'u.'
fonendd the courage to leave her home anad motherland.

“In seemied exotie but | woubd never repeat it now,”

she savs, "1 was alwavs lesked alter by my mather |
huaal mever learned whae life is like, [ grew up with my
instriment, as ovost musicians do — | puss it was the
sama for Maxim Vengerov and Evgeny Kissing whe
were at the conservatory, foo.”

Mina's first vears in Ameriga were a cruel besson in
|,.:||,1|l;.:|:|-\.| CLTINE S Hl'r L1 ]||||.|:1.1|:|: from Yale was
|-||.|_.|'|'|n|||_l|'| 14F i|'|.1' 11, .|:||| 11.|'|,'|| ".lu' Far gt ol meoney

shi ||.|r| 151 ;|'|-'r|'u.l|1 [ |t 1e l:|1|||'| iAol o |||||.'|,:.-|' .|J|l\.|

of adversity. A& beautifisl voung girl from & osslest
Inac hg‘rl:lum.i in comsmunist Bussia drcgms of being a
fammous cellist. I'|-.'i:~=ing tos the Wit alter the death of
heer Tatheer, she i peduced o destibstion. In New York
City, she walks off the street into 4 casting session and
ln-nlulnupa.hugl:!-_g.' sgccessful model overnight, bat dhe
hankers alter masical stardom. ARer s concellation at
the Wigmore Hall she steps bn, to rave reviews, Twi
Vears Later she s Fiding hegh, with a recarding deal
amnd celebriiy admirers wherever she goes, {Possible
title, [jl.'l:ir. Miare :';I'r]rlﬁll: A Farable 'L"'.l- Paivian,
Fervererancd dnd H.lh\llll:'l ]

Mina Katova, 27, has been snapped up by Philips a5
their Mest Big Thing, and one can only imagine the
other revard companies cursing their luck. Mina ix
mit anly I|:.1.1|:|:r go lewok st imoa wiibe I.':'«'.".'I. 'll.i“rm.:r sarl
ol wa_u_. shee alsw plars like an angel — 3 quadity not
always guaranteail in Nest Big Things,

Youa wanil i.mul? Lawik mi Further than her abebut
disc bor the record |JIH'|. '-iill|i1:l entitled Nima Kotom
As a showease for Nina's exceptions] wlents, it can
hirl‘"-_t b bettered, Well |r|l||=|l.'l|, iy |_-I:. recarded ans
sugerhly plaved, the programme mainly consists of
short, cxpressive pheces by thee Hamantlc Hussian
masters Bachmaniney, Tohakovsky, Rimsky - Korsdkon
ef al. It alse Testures 2 number of Nina’s own
cosn peritia, written in an Sppesac Fabile bt hig'ﬂ:l-
original stybe — such a3 the entertaining Skeiche from
rhf-l_.r.'nrl:l-l inspired by her expericnoe as a top ¥

.}."

‘TD influence a younger audience

is just fantastic?
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"1 know
how to act
in front of

a camera,
and I'm
not afraid
of being a
woman
and bein
feminine

Eowiowva

celby, having had 1w return the instrument she was
barrowing from the Soviet government, Sl bhasl mo
green card, aml nowhere 1o lve, Increasingly
|'||"H.|H' rati, she decided o I‘r_l. her hancd a1 r|1l'H!I'”Il1L'_
Ome day she chanced upon an “open call” at the
1rr|_"\.|_|§{|_|u~ Fopd AFCACY “I walked in amd the
excitement started. [t scemod o me they really
J!'IFIn'»; |,||-|l|| L1 F||'r-.||lu.||'|:u .'|l||! Ill_l. IIII:IHiI:II.IiI-l:I-
Wik hegan the very next day with a shoo lor the
French magaxine Glameur, Almost overnight she was
'\“l_‘Fll_ L [E{L{H] the worldd «of Intermational ‘|-'i'-|'|||||b. A=
*inka’, she became a catwalk mosdel for Chanel,
Yamamado, Guect, Versaore, Armanl, 3he was a star,

Hair Nina's Beart was =till se1 on & musicsl carcecr
While her Fashion Fricnsds particd a1 night, she
practiscd in secret on borrowed instruments. While
1|||_-_|. carousei, who |_'|'Il'l1'r'll1'|llll ':ll.lrillx [ NEAFs ol
the catwalk she todd alavoat no-ome about her doule
life. =0t wosmilal only be ¢ -.-ulu'-cnt_g.‘

Then came her big break, On 22 July 1996 there
was 8 last-mimune camcellation at the "-‘-'lgmnrr Hall,
Lomilen’s premicre recital slage, and they were
|-;|||k|,||$ .'lllr i r-l'l:lllu,-l;liu.'lll ™ina |-|'l||1 al the 1.|I-1I'll|.'\'l.'.
She played on another horrowed ocllo the
R achemsaminioy 1l|1 19 Sonata, the Prokolicy {:l:- 119
Soenata. anil the LK premicres ol her own Scemer from
the Carwalk aml the Suite for Dnacompaniad Cello by
Jist -|l||-:|:|n.1lri-|l (LA Tl.hl.ll'.u'-:i\.? {metx relation to
Pyotry — & idaring programme [ e imternational
debut. Those lew origics whoe madle it to tha
Wigmare that night were rapturcuss in their pragse of
_""ii1|.:|'~ ]l-,'| fl;l::|||..|.||r|_'|_'_ ‘I.IIIFIIIRI."“}I:III.' L']l.llllh.'lll.‘l.'“..
Sextraarilinary and taleniod”, they enthused,

She made the transitien [Fom rags ta Rach swith
astonishing case, and the pood times rolled on. In
Ogtaber 1996, she was back in Lopdon o play the
||.|_l.r I;,'.\_'”ll L avacerLo gl the Barhibcan i “urlﬂ. shie
foels close to: "Because ol Jl.l:i."l.lr'l'il'il" alu Pre” she savs
with a lig '-'gh.. =she's like an joom 1o me, When she
|||.1:||'|i the l!}:ll Comoer b, yau would not scc a l|r:|
Face. People like that aren’t bora very often.”

Therealter, Mina towred the wrnrld with the
magnificent 16% Guarneri "Hear” celbe bought For
h.'r LTS Iu. d g ||.|r|'..|||||' Flﬂl:ll-:illl.lll, |.lu|1IIII'|.l1II'|g L] ||-:'r

eriumphant Carnegle Hall debat in Ocotober las

Mand Motk apring M abidurty
to M 3 Lase-minute cancellation

st Wigmars Hall. Her vaife rise to
stardom led to & wenaational
Carmegie Hall debut lavt October

voar "1 ilh:l.l_'l.l the Tohatkowsky Kovoce Fariaeen. (1
was great. The sudience called me back apsin and
a_gnn_ [ h;..| o ||h.:r I_|'|.||' last variaticnn one nh:n.-.'

Amaing her many admirers are some improsi
mames, aml pone maore so than lepeadary cellisi
M'ﬂiﬁﬁl HII'«“EIPIJIILIL LH‘IJI has said he Illllﬂl'l- Ma
Kouwwa “in the hlg_hr'-l r-'g.l-ﬂ'.' and she fs happy to
riefurn thr o ||rl|i|||I!|||.'l|I: “He is very sweel, ~|"I|‘|l|rL I'In.
|I-5.I_I-\ there 5 such apperec taftz Foor Bk migsic f s Bils
the first and last time the musse las been plaved,
Whanever hie |l|.:|!|: il the same |.'I1:|-- 1°Il b thsere”

If Mima is anxious abouat IH.i"F— ]Il.'\-l"al'llrl'll as vl
anoither limbua -.[r||-||:[ |,||.\_|!.|'I' ahe’s misd show g i, "lt's
wonderful If sameane s sttractive. | knew how 1o a0
im Fromt of the camera, Bt the ErmpmErlant |:h|r._|,l i Ehe
whole packape, Eversthing comes I:-'lgrrhl-r' 1ha
magretism on stage, the emotion, asd the quality of
plaving. In any casc, ' gertaindy not afraisl of being
& woman and being feminine. Why shaould The”

Bow 3 ||,||1 [151a]M |,|'||1-.I arl |-|'u|'.|!l-:|'"|'r, ".III\.' has mo
dbibits whatever abowt her decision o leave the
world of fashion. | learm what §like, the stvles | ik
Lis ™, I|||'1 I.'.I-IJiH.'I.I II'|:| LEsLL, =ik K l\.‘lill SO EIH'HI K
These davs she tries mot Eo think alsouit il ||ll1_|.!.
|:.n-|-'-_-rriplg to gel 4 with the job in hamid, ©1 wouwld
iwever think consciously of what | should dhe on stage,
wheihier [ should 1u1;1 my [age this wav, whether
| shorielid shake myv bair. 1 never, never o this, 11’
.|||-|.gup.||:15|- ~11|_' |.|.||.‘!_l|'n rl|..'rr|1:| It wonsld e
dlistracting. The mrusic must always come firse.”

Her home bs navw in Dhallas, anel she's hapgy there
=W have the :'ﬂ-r:.l_'r soun conoert hall, one of the [
in America,” she explaine. “The planist Yan Cliburn
lives here, a great friend of mine, and so does the
eeblist HJ.'I|:-I| Birshbaum,® The [lks at Nima's record
|.-|n1||...ll1:|. arec "Sr-:al: I:Iu'ulElIl_'- Sk s -||-|'|IE{|I1||I|[:|
Fu:.l.ili.l\.l_l ahanal eyveey I:|l|I1!,= Even her concert auticnce
carns her enthusiastic prase. "They are great. | have
noticed there are more children at my comcerts. Tu
pnflucnce & wider, FOINgCr auclienee i just Eantastic,”

Mina Kobova secms T have Fus l'-l'!_:rl'l:i Fust o
mmaich tlme would yeu have lor regrets if the dream
wir had cherished all your life finslly came truct ®
.l MNing Koivers debur altes, l|||.||u..|'r.l'|l-,l three af her own
vempanitions, i feleased in March (Phalips 6t 61 2-2)




