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She’s Earned Her Bow

An ex-model who sounds as good as she looks

|
By TERRY TEACHOLT seven, But her budding career hit the |
: skids when her father, a prizowinning |
virtuaso bass player, was judged a po-
litical risk by the authorities, " He was
incredible bassist,” she says, “but he
was g0 much exposed to the West, he
started having problems getting work.
Then he fell il and was refused medizal
treatment,” When Ivan Kofov died at
age 35, his teenage daughter, unable to
escape the stigma of guilt by associa-
tion, decided to move to the

& FUNNY THING HAFFENED
{0 Rusiian eellist Nina Koto-
va on the way to Camegic
Hall: she becarne a fashion
model instead. Nine years
ago, shewns just another daown-
st-heel ex-prodigy, so poor she

dicln’t &ven own-a cello. Then che war-
dered into an open call ab New York City's
Ford Modeling &zency, where the fact that

like a joke. 1 didn’t tell them | was a mu-
sician. I dida't want to confuse them,
Buot I am a person whi (5 serfous, and
from the Day One, | wasn't completely
happy, because 1 wanfed to play con-
certs. There was a point when I thought

‘there was no hope. No cello and no

hope!™ Bul after several years of model-
ing for Chanel, Armani and others, she
fnally made her way back o music in
19496, giving hor London recital debut
on a barrowed instrument. (She now
plavs & 1896 Guarnerius owned by a
foundstion run by her boyfriend, a mu-
sie-boving Texas businassman. )

The soft-spoken Kotova eschews
makeup and wears her hair pulled back
serverely, ag if to persusde suspicious crit-

i that her modeling days ane over. Not

she looks like a cross between Michelle | West. She eventually made her
Pfeiffer and Uma Thisre-
man was considered
an asset, nol & distrac-
tiom, Now Kolova, whio
turns 28 this month, is
off the mumways and
hack onstage, tourdng
the LS. and promabing
her self-tithed debut
CD on Philips Clas-
gics. It is o callection
of juicy romantic en-
cores by Tehaikovsky,
Rachmaninoff, Rimsky-

rusway in Mizsonl,

that her frst CD
leaves any doubt of
it. The glamoar-
giri album art naot-
withstanding, her
expressive  perfor-
mances of such
yearning miniatures
a5 Tehailkovsky's I
Minar Noctuwrne and
RachmanisedTs - ¥Vo-
pialiss— e socomd of
which she orches-
truted —are clearly the
wark af a gifted artist.
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P e | alsove, bail ﬂ:-wf«'-'l'l Heer tomse 18 warm and
ﬁ;ﬁtm-:u::::ur:mr ol accarinry i focused, her interpre-
p:rsl1jn:||l'|5 inclode o really her colio tatione restrained yet
thres-movement saite qu!;!'l:-‘:ﬁ[ﬂ:l‘l.‘ill!.ﬁu-lﬂs

intel L siriking are her own

sl oy It not that ~ bekmm il
e Caoalk | wanted to ly v Shwbchon from gl
Such stories—and !!Janeglk.nsr_tlnj.amn-
such hazel-eyed books= model ... | i, m:nqnal:t_-lr.]ammd
are a pulblicist’s dream, ' camens in which a gen-
ecpectally at a Hme wasn't ﬂ;r:li_lzr hr::lfnﬂ wirloe
:Liul::;:;:];dﬁiﬂ Eﬂmplﬂtﬂlf Kiotovn is sehweduled
prested and many lo- f]ﬂpp_‘,' 4 to make her New 'l'wkl
bels are willing bo re= £ ity debut this Saturday

gort to any gimmick,
however fifuous, 10 or= 1
der to score Crossover o
hite. But Kotows is®
mors than just another megapretty
face; she is also a musician of high seri-
pusness and real alent,

Liks other Soviet youngsters who
showed maesical promise at an early age,
she hod no real childbood. AN | did,”
she recalls in her Muent bul slightly
askew English, “was practios like crazy
mad.” She spent her }'-:ll.lth studying cel-
lo, m|||p;_|5|l::|:-||. amd LT I: I lowe |11- |
anio, [ still play bat not in coneert”), and
gave her first public performance at age

her state-cwned ccllo behind at the
Moscow Conservatory,

When scholarship money proved |
insufficient, she dropped out of school |
and moved o New York City to loak for
work; within weeks, she wis posing for |
French Glamour. ~1t's not that I wanted |
to madel”
world like the survivor of an accident
too gory to deseribe in detail. “IE just
happened. At first | thowght it was ...

wanted to play
concerts.

she says, sounding for all the |

at Carmsgie Hall, where
she will play Tchalkoy-
sky's showy Veniohions
o a Rovooo Therme with

way to the U.S. to study at Yale, leaving | the Moscow Chamber Orchestra, fol-

Jowed by a harnstorming tour that takes
hier all the way from Brazl to Japan.
Thoogh she already soems well
launched toward stardom, anvone wha

: gxpects her to take the low road to pop

alar acclaim i% in for a surprise. “1 am
asked so many Hmes,” she says, “what
do you think, that classical music is
dead, dead, dead? Mot at all. It's starting
to bloom again. That's what [ think. And
I am ono who is fighting for i£” [ ]
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